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were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 2:18 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2279. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. INOUYE). 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 1249. An act to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide for patent reform. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–48. A joint memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of New Mexico re-
questing Congress allow for payments from 
both the survivor benefit plan and the de-
pendency and indemnity compensation; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 1 

Whereas, the legislature recognizes the 
pain and suffering of military widows and 
widowers whose spouses have died on the 
battlefield or through other service to the 
United States of America; and 

Whereas, this nation has an obligation to 
care for its military widows and widowers; 
and 

Whereas, military widows and widowers 
are unfairly deprived of monetary benefits 
from the survivor benefit plan, which their 
military spouses purchased and earned, when 
they receive dependency and indemnity com-
pensation payments from the federal depart-
ment of veterans affairs; and 

Whereas, survivor benefit plan payments 
are reduced by the amount of the payments 
received from the dependency and indemnity 
compensation; and 

Whereas, that reduction does not apply to 
veterans or military retirees employed as 
federal government civil servants enrolled in 
the civil service survivor benefit plan; and 

Whereas, often the dependency and indem-
nity compensation payment completely off-
sets the survivor benefit plan payment; and 

Whereas, many military widows and wid-
owers are elderly and live on a fixed income 
and are in need of payments from both the 
survivor benefit plan and the dependency and 
indemnity compensation; and 

Whereas, a federal court of appeals deci-
sion will require the department of defense 
to eliminate the dependency and indemnity 
compensation offset for widows and widowers 
who remarry at or after the age of fifty- 
seven; and 

Whereas, President Abraham Lincoln com-
mitted this nation ‘‘to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle and for his widow 
and his orphan’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
New Mexico, That the United States congress 
be requested to allow for payments from 
both the survivor benefit plan and the de-
pendency and indemnity compensation; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
transmitted to the president of the United 
States, the speaker of the United States 
house of representatives, the president of the 
United States Senate and the New Mexico 
congressional delegation. 

POM–49. A joint memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of New Mexico re-
questing Congress expedite the passage of 
legislation and appropriations to enact the 
necessary funding for the reclamation of 
abandoned uranium mines and the remedi-
ation of uranium mill tailings; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

HOUSE MEMORIAL 
Whereas, the Grants mineral belt, situated 

between Gallup and the Pueblo of Laguna in 
New Mexico, contains one of the world’s 
richest uranium deposits; and 

Whereas, dating back to the 1940s, states 
such as New Mexico mined uranium for the 
benefit of the atomic energy commission and 
the federal government’s nuclear weapons 
program; and 

Whereas, beginning in the 1950s and 1960s, 
private companies began extensive explo-
ration, mining and milling activities related 
to the uranium deposits located in the 
Grants mineral belt on private, state, federal 
and tribal lands; and 

Whereas, these activities continued 
through the 1990s, resulting in the mining 
and milling of more than one hundred sev-
enty-five thousand tons of uranium ore from 
lands located in New Mexico; and 

Whereas, unremediated contamination re-
sulting from past uranium exploration, min-
ing and milling activities constitutes a con-
tinuing threat to the health and well-being 
of residents of northwestern New Mexico; 
and 

Whereas, state and federal studies have re-
peatedly shown that surface water, ground 
water and soils were and remain contami-
nated by past uranium mining and milling 
activities; and 

Whereas, the federal government and oth-
ers have direct responsibility to provide 
funding, both for the initial surveying of 
these mines and for potential subsequent 
reclamation and remediation where war-
ranted; and 

Whereas, the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 is a federal law that 
mandates a reclamation fee on each ton of 
coal produced in the country, and Title IV of 
that act provides for abandoned mine rec-
lamation; and 

Whereas, in 2006, the United States con-
gress passed amendments to Title IV of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977, providing that the funds col-
lected from the reclamation fees will now go 
directly to the states rather than be appro-
priated by congress, and those amendments 
limit uncertified states, such as New Mexico, 
from using the funds available through the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 for non-coal mine reclamation; 
and 

Whereas, H.R. 785, introduced in the United 
States House of Representatives, would ad-
dress the need for uncertified states to use 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 funding for non-coal mine rec-
lamation; and 

Whereas, under the Uranium Mill Tailings 
Radiation Control Act of 1978, which estab-
lished two programs, the United States de-
partment of energy is charged with com-
pleting surface reclamation at inactive ura-
nium mill tailings piles; and 

Whereas, various federal agencies were 
made aware of the tremendous need for the 
uranium legacy cleanup in the Grants min-
eral belt by the uranium mining and tailings 
task force established by the New Mexico 
legislative council in 2009, and the agencies 
have since made the uranium legacy cleanup 
in the Grants mineral belt a high priority; 
and 

Whereas, as a result of the activities of the 
uranium mining and tailings task force, the 
United States environmental protection 
agency, specifically region six, took the lead 
to coordinate various federal, state and trib-
al agencies to be responsible for the uranium 
legacy cleanup and for publishing a multi- 
agency, five-year plan to address the ura-
nium legacy cleanup; and 

Whereas, New Mexico regulates uranium 
mining and milling activities through the 
department of environment and the energy, 
minerals and natural resources department; 
and 

Whereas, the department of environment 
and the mining and minerals division of the 
energy, minerals and natural resources de-
partment have entered into cooperative 
agreements with various federal agencies to 
address the uranium legacy cleanup; and 

Whereas, funding is a major limitation to 
completing the reclamation of abandoned 
uranium mines and the remediation of ura-
nium mill tailings in the Grants mineral 
belt: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
the State of New Mexico, That congress be re-
quested to expedite the passage of legislation 
and appropriations to enact the necessary 
funding for the reclamation of abandoned 
uranium mines and the remediation of ura-
nium mill tailings; and be it further 

Resolved, That the department of environ-
ment and the energy, minerals and natural 
resources department report on any funding 
received from the federal government and 
other sources since 2009 that may be used for 
the uranium legacy cleanup and that the de-
partments provide a detailed presentation on 
the specific standards used to determine the 
expenditures of federal funds by November 1, 
2011 to the appropriate interim legislative 
committee; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be 
transmitted to the director of the superfund 
division of region six of the United States 
environmental protection agency, the sec-
retary of environment, the secretary of en-
ergy, minerals and natural resources, the 
speaker of the United States house of rep-
resentatives, the president pro tempore of 
the United States senate and the New Mex-
ico congressional delegation. 

POM–50. A memorial adopted by the Legis-
lature of the State of New Mexico urging the 
President to consult with state and local in-
terests, tribes and other interested parties 
when designating national monuments; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

HOUSE MEMORIAL 
Whereas, the federal Antiquities Act of 

1906 authorizes the president of the United 
States to designate as national monuments 
‘‘historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures and other objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon the 
lands owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of the United States’’ in the state of 
New Mexico and elsewhere; and 

Whereas, the president has previously exer-
cised this authority to protect some of New 
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